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Dear Brother,

9 l&*y 1945
Irednesday

f,or 'lre yut? Ptne Itu eure. Aa f,or uyaelf Ih feollag"protty good. The reattler
har beoa pretty alce aDal rat! tho last edrplir of daye. 11 su*€ fool! fu[ny to bo rrtttag
to you rlth aa APO at Sau ?rsncieco, Callf. Ior bor that ig Just about h.If ny! arolad.
the rorld frd 4t ldoatloa io youra. FelL norr that VE day haa cone raybe Itll hive r ohasccI hope to, to lo!€dry baot to the Stetes. {ho horr uybc Irll soo Jron yot over th€r6 ftcr6
you are. I hop€_that la oan 3e€ cach other baok ln tho Stet6! lastead. tlow thtt vE day har
c.ne ia f,\rrope, I hopo tho Ylotory dby ta {'re Pacific crne! real ioon.

Wo had a llttlo, cel€bretlcn here on the fleld. fo nogt of us VE day ma just enothcr
dcy ia !h. 8fo-,1n tho Arqr. l{ost of the fcllors ront beck to. rork Just ltk€ t}ro:f did bafore.
0a tho,?th of ltray Sout eleveo la the evaing re had firerork dlsplay for about s! ho1rr and.,half. they shot of flares of di.ffcrent colora and erorgthing looted vory b eautituI. They
ctcIr lhot off e Lot of parachutc flrrec.

F F a"y, 9lbyl6 I oolobratcd alro, aad a lot of other fellors tool lro got a!
opporhutty to fly ln a B-17 m all r ight teoilg d.esion over &rropo. So fl.er oier plaoer r!r!thioh thd 8th Atr bonbod at ae ticc"r The rather rae pa:fect. S. got up abcut oi,x in the .'lornt'g ead atc brsa&f,ast. Fe took'ovor ebqrt t@ niauto! to tm ln th- nornlag. I d art
relcDbet ilnt tiDo re crossod thc shatrnol, If you ask m thcro rune la e lot ofiater la thrchanao]. f,. dldrrt lro tho nhltc.Cllffe of D6rqsp. [€ sar convoF. ltreaaing rp th6cha!n.l. e rat tho obstacloo rhiclr tlrs Genans pute th6 cocrt if Frencs ti pievont aad
aUl€d leading. Fc flqt oYcr lrch6 thc t lty rle the Oerrang c,de r greet puch Lrot ta
oec/+4, Bef,orere frgr over.Alohoa rt uy puria @ the rlght al.de of arisrerrs, Belglur. y6
oould ,Q. thc ctceplec and snplc.teckr of Bnrgsolls tn tho dlltanae. Thsn n r,eat o to
Drgreldorf. frou there ne rront to Colognc Goraaay. Iqr probebty rqloabcr se€lsg plohrrcr of
Cologae ir th6 papor.. Xtat mr tho oity rtrore th. alllir crogied the Rhlno Riier end lrter tl
brldg,o riioh rb€y oroered overoo!,J.apoea. eeong tho nri.a! I oorld rco the Cathedral gtlll
.taadidg. sverything n. . ooq'lct€ lsess. f,oi ono bulrdr.g had a roof o! tt;- Aftf
amatiag ant tho nf iE the Efo for eithtaco nontll I nr.inriqre to !e€ .iu!t rhat danu. ba
blaS,actually dld. I ranldrit rd.gr a ohance lilce thet for al.11thtnt la thi rorld. eft'y&
oould s€. ln Cologne res fcirr rsllt ltandi[g rtore at oe tiui boauttfrrl htldlDg! rtold.
Evcry brldge aoros8 th€ Rhi&o aGd'Rtrhr rlvor ns dostroyed. Xost of, the Faotorlcs it lE
Ruhr Valley t€ ooryl€tely ob!,{tcratod. f:'on Oologpe to ftcr d@ the river and. lar thr

RoEASoE Brtdgehcad and alro thc clty of Boha rhieh is Juet aarots.tle rivor. Sr aleo sar th.
lorntelne thich the FnkB had ts-lcal€.aft€r th6y nad. the Rerlago Bridghrad. Se f1€r fr6
there doa. tge rl.ver till re oa&c to F aaltrurt. Ihat raa alao ai oesry ie Colognc. FronFtB*ftrt llo flel don ovor ttraJcnialn aid ladrdgohav€!. llhll. re flor ovor fefliun nost ofth6 bolldln6s had fla6r rarlag fr@1hen. Uhe re fler ov€r France yoq could dlethgutetr throllor oftl the flage ttt':ich r€re Gglag. fhelrr ng Rod ghLtE enal 81ue. We flor so ior over
Ir."g? _tl"t yor_oanld Boo th6 pcoplc lookj.ng up at ydr sEd navlng. The soeuery rae rcrlly-beautifirl over France and Grrtny. the f blds r€r€ nioo and 6roei. Strsans sut tho land intodlffcrsnt ste.pos. tlo sar cdne of the Gergn highraJrr, rrutohihar, as they oatl tho.
fe&r Oologno te 8a; on€ *loh rrc :Ln a clovcr lof- rhape. Sone of tfro itghnJra rere donDDrhLEhreF. ilhlle ffyin6 over G.ltarlr m could ree foxboles, ard tr€troho3 ritoh-r er. &rg fornller at a tlae. fhe tre|xohor rlgzagged aloug ia the opor flelde. t{ort of tho flelds-rcrefrat. ?here rere a Lot of bcab cr.a.terr aad sl,otl holesl ovcry ao oftou ya.r oogld see
taak trrokr ta ths fleldr rher. fu- oertatn tnrtr yan corld t€li tlnt thor.e na o tant battle
qoing- oa-. Shercver the Gornrrr plt up roslrt*noo yor oould !6. tho nlrole lar6e arce cretrdfrq boobr asd .holh. Thero racart anoh of G-t!at!V left that ralart aoarrcd by the tar.hro le fler sror Frarloe thera f,sro a lot of people- uogtng erounal l,a tt€ c1tle6- b{rt rttc

-n fler over Oernaay yqr oould aot t co a afngle- aoula-rcvUg arcnrnd 1:r ttrc cltlcr. Bveryrlttlc tom aad oity and hanlet .aoh lad a flli torerr frou riloh ttrey afrot-riet-.1-t1n- 
-'' -

bouberl drrtag a nlgrl'm. fhle cs a1l ls tho nuhr va}loy. Uo r onder- ths bonborr hai r heek o:& lfn€ *rTner they caar, oyar th€ Buhr valloy. ihere rire faotorsr ell. along th. rlvrrr.rhlch rcrei flatt46d ant by thc rctght of tho b@bs rhloh h.d faller m tho,- llrsy feotort..
arc not llo operation alrea(1r. 8ig gaa trakr drlch rtood erect at os tltre r€re lquash.al $td



yd corld !e€ rhoro the bombs had hit the'tarks. Evcn fara tntldtagr.fu lgolated rcgiot
r.r. dGltroy€d. Gelnany looked llts 8ri.r- cho€sc fron'tbol,r alr rriih all tbc bonb oratsrr.
Gbmaay really oeught hell froa al1 th€ bmborl. Sc gar scoe air fieldg fron rtioh thr

e0!!at! dirpatther fightor!. Oae el.r fleld re .ar rBa rcally patohed up. Iorr acrld tcl.l f ron
the pitohF6 rh€rc each bmb fell.

0a our returS irtp lo fler ovcr tbboJrrilt€ la F-aacc. tre fler brok orer theChaluol
aud rlgit rsr tho'outrilrtg of Lorclon. t i"a*e froo"the alr looked vcry lrrge. Illrcq rr
landed lt ns ab@t fino ulnutrs to lt: in the evolng. Bolr nE I ttrod. fhe trlp i.. v6r?
iatcrcating, aad lf I drcr t€t alothor charce to fly agatn llke ttqt Ir11 tato th€
opporbanlty.

I*tcr l,u tho atalng ift€r c.h{Et up r blt nr hed to fall ort for a f,oruatt on aaf frot
th€r6 r€ not rorae of th€ othor ortfltr on thc fleld and our tounqarrhng Officer of th. basa
gat. us a !p6€ch a$d aft6r thst rs had ness o the ope! f,t6}d by drr gathollo chaplala.
lf,tor that lhoy Ecrrod bbbr. Sc.hrd gouo besr aad Lt rure tarted good, ard lt qudlchsd
ry thlnt thloh I brllt up rfilfr-flyta! abort eight aad a half horie tn tho air. Boy rh.a
I rmt to i€d I r€slly alept rouddly. *htte I runt to bed ihoy hsd amc f,lrc rorkr dlaplry
od th€ f,ltld. ":,"1'

!6dry I raa baok .t rork egaln, er ururl. tcorror ti a.Eoly Dey of Obltgatlon ro I
gu.!e Irll clore for a *rlle ar^Ird*llke to go to bod oarly thl! .?oalng ar I an pratty
tlrcd rs yct. Irll tw to ritc egalrl pretty sooa.

Toaorrow I thtak that re d1l heve a lot of vork to ilo end rdll probrbly ror{r lato
la trc c',onlng for tho n :ct couplo of daya .

Esr that thla nsss 1l or€r, ovor h.ro, I hoBe that I oan get a ohaao€ to go hde for a
rhlle. gad blera y* rt+.hroth€r and koe} ydr,aafa.

Iour brother,
'/:/; (
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